
 Wissahickon Garden Club 

 2022 Annual Meeting Awards 

 TLC Award 

 Given in Honor of Dottie Pearson and donated by Gigi Boothby and Joly Stewart.  First 

 awarded in 1987 for encouragement and guidance to younger members. 

 In my observation, a good group always has a great connection.  And that connection is 

 often facilitated by someone who connects the dots, or in our case provides the right 

 amount of tender loving care! 

 The connection within our member seems effortless and natural.  She has a warm smile and 

 easy confidence.  Like that great ground cover that beautifully ties together the landscape, 

 or that important greenery that makes the arrangement.  She has the right way with words 

 and connecting with others.  That TLC is essential.  That TLC enables growth and creativity! 

 Our member makes the connection within our clubs youngest members.  An important skill 

 that most definitely yields a great group!  This year’s TLC award goes to Sarah Salmon. 

 Respectfully Yours, 

 Elizabeth Greenhalgh 

 Wissahickon Garden Club 

 2022 Annual Meeting Awards 

 Pemberton Cup 

 The Pemberton Cup was first presented to a Wissahickon Garden Club member in 1977. This 

 award recognizes a younger member that contributes to the overall welfare of the club. 

 Kelly Culley joined WGC in 2017 and quickly became an active participant.  Her natural 

 creativity has led her to become a highly valued member during her five years with the club. 

 At the 2019 GCA Zone annual meeting in Boston, Kelly won second place and a novice 

 award for her beautiful needlepoint pillow. During the COVID-19 pandemic, Kelly honed in 

 on her needlepoint skills and exhibited a few of her works at a Springfield Library exhibition. 

 Her attention to detail and steady hand not only differentiates her masterful needlepoint 

 work, but her calligraphy abilities as well. We were so lucky to have Kelly co-chair all the 

 printing, signage, graphics and nametags for our flower show, Wabi-Sabi, this past season. 



 She was the artist behind the calligraphy for the Wabi-Sabi GCA awards, which is done on 

 the day of the show and displayed with the exhibits. Kelly also contributed a needlepoint 

 package to the event’s silent auction. 

 Kelly Culley’s commitment to detail and generous gift of her time continues to 

 contribute to the overall success and wellbeing of the Wissahickon Garden Club. 

 Congratulations, Kelly, on the distinction of receiving this year’s Pemberton Cup! 

 Respectfully yours, 

 Sarah Van Stone 

 Wissahickon Garden Club 

 2022 Annual Meeting Awards 

 Helen Sims Award – Maryalice Cheney 

 Given by Carolyn Adams 

 This garden owner’s philosophy and aesthetics are reflected in her garden design. The 

 garden is filled with native trees, shrubs and perennials. The plantings are scaled and pruned 

 to best advantage for this deep and slender lot. The owner is a committed organic gardener 

 and takes seriously the GCA’s Healthy Yard Pledge. She divides and spreads her plants 

 throughout her garden enhancing the uniformity of its design. Recently she added a lovely 

 cascading pool which brings serenity to the garden as well as helping birds gain water 

 access. This gardener optimizes garden space by planting tomatoes in pots along her 

 driveway and using tower vegetable growing units. Ever conscious of the environment, she 

 deploys a compact clothesline hidden behind an evergreen. The colors in her garden reflect 

 her cheery, outgoing personality: yellow and orange. Congratulations to Maryalice Cheney 

 for her steadfast improvement and devotion to her special urban garden. 

 Wissahickon Garden Club 

 2022 Annual Meeting Awards 

 Creative Leadership Award 

 - is given in honor of Penelope Merritt Ashmead and Louisa Newlin Whitney .  It recognizes 

 the generous contributions of these two members. 

 Oh my word…..Where do you start for a member who has won so many awards and held so 

 many positions (16 GCA awards, 24 GCA positions) a former club president, cheerleader, 



 energizer battery bunny, and mentor to many.  Her creative and  leadership skills and her 

 energetic personality are hard to fathom.  Awards range from Club Appreciation to Best in 

 Shows to Conservation and Achievement. 

 The recipient of this award has already won it years ago but deserves it again for her 

 outstanding spirit, enthusiasm, organization and motivational skills for our most successful 

 execution of the Wabi Sabi GCA flower show.  Our own Leslie Purple has done it again.  She 

 is a role model for many and keeps us striving to do more and do better.  Thank you Leslie for 

 your unflagging commitment to WGC and GCA. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 Joan Biddle 

 Wissahickon Garden Club 

 2022 Annual Meeting Awards 

 Photography Award 

 Given by Linda Funke 

 This year's Photography Award winner isn't afraid of challenges.  Though she's a relative 

 newcomer to photography, she enters classes that often require a skill-and-experience level 

 that are daunting to most -- closeup classes, for instance. 

 The lovely effects that her photos create aren't due so much to technical post-processing as 

 to her keen eye for beautiful subjects.  She doesn't need to travel to exotic places, but can 

 find photo-worthy subjects while walking her dog around her neighborhood. 

 Before having her three children, she was actively engaged in the field of 

 gemology--perhaps her keen eye behind the camera was developed in part through the 

 years she spent examining beautiful gemstones!   Over the past six years, her creativity and 

 eye for beauty have made her a highly-valued member of the Wissahickon Garden Club. 

 In recognition of her talent and her adventurous spirit, the 2022 Photography Award is given 

 to Sarah Van Stone! 



 Wissahickon Garden Club 

 2022 Annual Meeting Awards 

 Wissahickon Bowl Award – Alice Farley and Leslie Purple 

 Given by Jen Fiss and Lisa Walker 

 The Wissahickon Bowl is awarded each year to a WGC member or members for outstanding 

 artistic accomplishments. In a club overflowing with creativity and artistry, the recipients of 

 this year's Wissahickon Bowl are truly the cream of the crop! 

 An EXTRAORDINARY PAIR of talented women have created EXTRAORDINARY ART this year, 

 their talents are many, and they are no strangers to blue ribbons. This year, they reached 

 even greater heights with their EXTRAORDINARY CREATIONS! 

 Last May at the GCA Annual Meeting, this dynamic duo teamed up to present a Botanical 

 Arts Bouquet that took everyone’s breath away. The intricate and exquisite details earned 

 them Best in Show for the second year in a row! 

 They did it again last June winning a blue ribbon at the Philadelphia Flower Show for their 

 whimsical Woodland Hair Ornament, contributing to the Wissahickon sweep of Botanical 

 Arts! 

 And yet again, in February, they entered the Atlanta Botanical Gardens Flower Show and 

 took home first place with their charming and clever Jiminy Cricket. 

 At Wabi-Sabi, they wowed us all again with a "Chopped Sticks" necklace earning a red 

 ribbon with a class commendation. 

 Look as close as you want to their work, we dare you to find a flaw. Their work is as 

 meticulously crafted as it is stunning. Their creativity and artistry is inspirational for all of us. 

 Aside from producing creations that are mind-bendingly beautiful, they are ever generous in 

 sharing their time and expertise to help the rest of us grow as artists. We are so grateful for 

 their guidance, encouragement and willingness to answer unending texts asking, "do you 

 have any idea what this weird dried thing I found is?" 

 We are so lucky to have them as mentors and friends and are incredibly honored to be 

 presenting the Wissahickon Bowl for outstanding artistic accomplishments to 



 Leslie Purple and Alice Farley 

 Presented on June 7, 2022 by Lisa Walker and Jennifer Fiss 

 Wissahickon Garden Club 

 Annual Meeting – Awards Presentation 

 President’s Cup Given by Prior President, Carolyn Adams to Outgoing President, Anna 

 Woodward 

 June 7, 2022 

 Anna is a stellar President of our Club.  She constantly exhibits warmth, enthusiasm and 

 leadership throughout her tenure.  She mastered technology and ran our zoom and in 

 person meetings with aplomb.  Anna has many amazing traits but one that stands out is how 

 she took on so many responsibilities with smiling, calm determination.  A recent example is 

 her participation in the Wabi Sabi Flower Show:  creating and entering her first niche entry 

 and earning a Best in Show and First Prize; entering the lily challenge class and earning Best 

 in Show and First Prize for her blooming lily (only one of the many entrants to bloom); and 

 then hosting over 35 judges at her home for a delicious dinner (after attending the GCA 

 Annual Meeting the weekend before). 

 Anna excelled at providing opportunities and mentoring for our younger members by pairing 

 them with more experienced members in exhibiting and serving as Co-Committee Chairs. 

 She is a real doer and likes to get her hands dirty, actively participating in our club workdays 

 at Pastorius Park, Concourse Lake, Magnolia Garden and Tannerie Run Park West.  Thank you 

 Anna for your compassionate, creative, and energetic leadership these past two years. 

 Wissahickon Garden Club 

 2022 Annual Meeting Awards 

 Governor’s Trophy 

 Awarded to a member for her all around contribution throughout the year to the Club.  It can 

 only be won once. 

 The Governor’s Trophy is not easily won.  Even though it says “throughout the year,” It is often 

 conferred because of long and steady contributions to WGC, its history, its members, its 

 reputation in the community and its well being. 



 This year’s recipient has been dedicated to our club since 1994!  As many of you have done, 

 she started out as a young mother juggling children, work and garden club.  At the outset 

 she excelled at floral design and she loved to share it with others.  She even took me under 

 her wing in the late ’90’s for an entry into a Zone meeting.  Believe me, I just carried her tool 

 kit! 

 Over the years, she continued to earn praise and awards for her floral designs, within the 

 club, at the Phila Flower Show and the Garden Cub of Mt Desert. She became a GCA floral 

 design judge in 2011.  At WGC, our recipient has served as the Floral Design and Flower Show 

 chairs, as well as VP.  And now she has just completing her term as President!  Over the last 

 two years she has capably managed us through COVID with grace, professionalism, flexibility 

 and humor.   She does like to laugh!!  During her tenure, she opened up her amazing home 

 to all of us for meetings, holiday greens, flower shows, garden tours and an annual meeting. 

 She organized our contribution to Pastorius Park and threw the most fun 90th birthday party 

 for Wissahickon Garden Club. 

 Anna’s personality was perfectly suited for this job.  She is full of energy, great spirit, flexibility, 

 generosity and kindness.  The extra effort it took to keep us together, to stay motivated and 

 excited about the connections, friendships and passions we share has been extraordinary. 

 The Governor’s Trophy was truly earned. 

 Anna, thank you so much! 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 Joan Biddle 


